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INDIANAPOLIS, FEBRUARY 21, 1850.

To Correspondents.
A reply from *‘Indiana™ to “T.” has Leen received and willap-
pear shortly.
We have sundry original sriicles of interest in regard 1o the
new Coustitytion, which we shiall publish as rapidly s possible.

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM.
“Wayne Connty Whig.”

We could most heartily desire, that, in the con-
sideration of reformatory propositions, the press, and |
the poiiticians, of the State, would bring to bear up-
on them, cool, dispassivnate and honest argoment,
instead of virulence and dishonest misrepresentation.
This is a spirit in which every honest person will un-
besitatingly admit, so important a subject shuuld be
viewed and canvassed ; and it 18 one which we be- |
lieve will actunte the Democratic party, and we hope
algo, the honorible snd liberal portion of the whigs. |
We can expect nothing of the kind, we suppose,
from that part of the whigs, whose notions of policy
are conceived.only In chicanery, and whose practices |
are bazed solely in freud. [t would be jusi as rea-
sonable to expeet to find wool on a hog's back, as to
find owe of this latter clasa of whigs willing to dis- |
cuss any queslion with eandor, if, by misconstrue-
tion, or false imputation, he had any prospect of
gaiuing a point in vile partizanship.

These remarks are elicited by an article which ap-
pears in the Centreville Whig, of Feb. 13k, a paper
whose recklessness 18 only exceeded by its rottennees.
It commences thus -

“A late Indiana State Sentinel containg 3 commuuication,
endor«ed by the Editors, recommending, under the cew Con-
etiluiion, o siogle House of Representatives. This is a new
featuie in 1his cowntiy 3 but as it has been suggested by »
distipguished member of & party that claims sll the progres-
gion, it may, i Ume, become incorporated inte the demw-
cralic creed.”"

It is falsehood to say that we endorsed the commu-
nication in question. We spoke liberally in regard
W 17, becanse we were willing to give the author s
fair hearing ; but we distinctly stated, that before we
could agree to his proposition, we should require it
to be amended in essential particulars.

It 1sa constructive falsehood also, to insinuate that
the author of the communication is a democrat. How
could the “Centreville Whig" know any thing about
such a matter ! The truth is, the author of that com-
munication, is & whig, was never any thing but n
whig.—is a better wlig than the “Centreville Whig"
ever was, and a hundred times more of a gentleman.
But whether whig or democrat—what has that to do
with the werits of the question he discusses? Noth-
ing, except with such scurvy politicians as the editor
of the “Centreville W hig.™

The fellow continues :
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The last Indiana Siate Sentine! publishes a commu-
nication on the subject of slavery, defining the creed
of the democracy of Indiann on this subject. The
Sentinel publishes it withoui note or comment, and
thus implhedly endorses the comments of the writer.
We take the fullowing extract from the communica-
tion.—Centreville Whig, Feb. 13.

If the Centreville Whig don't already know it, it
should immedmtely learn, what we bave often stated
before this, that our rule s o publish any communi-

{ eation of public interest, from respousible authors,

When
we think it proper to endorse or ohject, we do it in
ar unequivocal manner,

wlether we agree with them in full, or nut.

We have in time past, pub-

| lished many a communication from whigs as well as

democrats, which we did not agree with, and that

too * without note or comment.” We were willing

{ to pruvoke discussion or euquiry, satisfied that truth

would be elicited, and ultimstely triumph. It may
be difficult for a certain kind of whig editor to be-
lieve in the existence of so much self-denial, honesty
and independence, as such a rule, invariably adhered
to, wonld manifest ; nevertheless we have aiways ad.
hered to it.

MiLwauxig. — In the new city of Milwaukie,
wherein there dwelt, in 1535, but a single white man,
there was recently received, in one day, 21,000 bush-
els of wheat—allowing 40 bushels to each wagon,
535 wagons were required to bring this quaantity.
There were, nlso, the same day, 175 teams loaded
with other produce; and allowing 49 feet for each
team, we have five miles of loaded wagons, coming
into the city in one day. The population of the city
is now about 20,000. In the year ending July 1,
1849, it expurted 1,148,807 bushels of wheat and
201,942 barrels flour. [ts manufactures are valued
at 81,714,200, besides six flourishing mills consum-
ing 7,000 bushels of wheat duily. Its citizens own
39 vessels, 5,541 tons, and of stock in steamers 3,000
tons ; 16 sails are engaged in the lumber trade. The
arrivals at the porta during 1545, of steamers, brigs,
barks, and schuoners were 1,376. Such astonishing
progress is almost without paraliel, and is a beautiful
illustration of the progress of American industrial
civilization,

“The same Sentinel has an editovial article in opposition
fo biennial meetings of the Legislature,
Jection is, that the tesms of office of var Siate officers would
have to be cither inereased to four, of reduced 1o 1wo yenps,
as under «ur presen! laws, there would be po body in ses~
#8100 suthorized v counl the votes, and snnvunce the persons

elected.”

Here isa third falsehood, in fact. We distinctly
stated that it was »of our purpose to discuss the ques-
tion at that tume, but simply to bring to the public
mind, certain important eollaleral consideralions,
which we, fur the first tune mentioned, in connexion
with the matter. And this was done in the hope of
siding the peuple to act understandingly.

He goes on, thus—

“This objection may be readily removed by making the
teims of all our State vificeis four years. The Secretary of |
State now holds bis office for this term ; and all the others
for three years. We would decidedly piefer, rather thao |
have arnual sessivns of the Legislature, to extend the lerms
of all our Siate otficers to four years, and our judicial offi-
ceis 10 8iX or eight years.,”

Well! That's settling the matter summarily, to

be sure! The only drawback about it, is, that possi-
bly some of the people may differ from this smart

sprig of whiggery! We suppose he could just as

The princips) un.i

ConsgoratioN.—The new building recently finish-
ed by the congregation of Christ Church, at Madi-
son, was consecrated on Thursday of last week, ac-
cording to the form prescribed by the Episcopal ritual,
The clergy officiating were, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Up-
fold, Rev. Dr. Camp of lodianapalis, Rev. M. Gilla-
gher of Covington, Ky., Rev. J. Craik and Rev. J. C.
Talbot of Louisville, Rev. J. Martin of New Albany,
and Rev. A. Blake of Cincinnati.

The sermon, by Bishop Upfuld, was on 1 Chron.
xvi, 20—"*Wurship the Lord in the beauty of hLoli-
ness '—and was heard with the most profound atiens
tion. The Bishop presented the objects of Christian
worship, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost—
the Tri-une God—who alone are to be ndored in this
Temple. He reminded the congregation that this
house was not merely 1o be a house of preaching, but
also, and eminently, a house of waorship ; and while
maintaining strenuously the indispensable necessity
of sermons for the conversion and edification of men,
he dwelt earnestly on the danger of erring by making
the worship of Gud a mere preparation for preaching,
or of esteeming prayers and sacrements as only ap-
pendages to other duties of the sanctoary,

The Church was opened for worship on Wednesday

easily settle the terms of Senatore, Executive and | afternvon, when, after prayers by the Rector, a ser-

. . - . |
Judicial Officers, at ten years or for life,—according |

to the original federal notion, provided they werel

likely to be whigs. We have unly 1o say now,—as |
the peopie may order it, #o let it be. But we dv not | p
0

believe they will assent to the dogmatism of this
whig puppy, without some deliberation.
This very able article of the Whig concludes thus :

“By thee changes of the terms of office, all the objections |

of the Sentinel would, we think, be mel. It is Liue, bien |
nial Legislatures would grestly diminish the amount of the '
State Prioting—aud this may probably be oue of ihe un=
wiritlen objeciious of the Sentinel,™ |

When we made the suggestions to which this|
writer alludes, we onlicipaled that some brainless |
blackguard might make a dishonorable imputation
against us, like the above. Such is the refuge fre- |
quently sought by bluckheads who have neither the |
capacity nor the honesty to argue any question upon |
ite merits.  But we told the people in our prospectus, |
that we intended to discuss every reformatory consti- |
tutional proposition which presented itself to us, “*in |
honesty of intention, and without the least disposi- |

tion to accompliah any sinisler demgn whatever, |

whether of a partizan or personal character ;" and
we intend to fulfil this promise, no matter how mud I.‘
our motives may be impeached by wiig blackguarde
and whig rascale. |

But this fellow is as big a fool as koirve ; and like:
all of the kidoey, expuses himself by his own incon- |
sistency. He asseris that we go for a single House. |
If that were true, would it be to increase the print-|
ng? Evcry fool even, ought to know that it would
diminish it one half. IF the fellow therefure believed |
that we had declared for one House, he certainly
knew that we could not be biarsed by the matter of
printing,—according to kis view of the subject, which
we admit is a very shallow one,

Again : how does he know the priating would be
less under biennial than under annual

comparatively,—and the length of sessions, under|
either system will depend very much indeed vpon |
other, and much more important reforme, which will |

sessions ! |
This would depend upon the Jength of the smions.{

mon on Proverbs iii, 17—"Wisdom's ways are ways
of pleasantness”—was delivered by the Rev. Dr.
Camp, of [udianapolis.

The Madisun Courier, from which we derive the
regoing says—

We most cordially congratulate—not only the con.
gregation especially interested, but our whole com-
munity—on the successful completion of an enter.
prise which all must acknowledge has given to our
city one of its most elegant architectural ornaments.
Indeed, we hazard nothing in saying, that few cities
in the \West enn boast of an edifice sn perfect in it4
proporiions, so rich i grave and simple beauty, and
sa well finished in all the details of it< strocture. It
15 & building that every spectator instantly recogniz-

| o3 as n church that spraks with a ailent, but foreible

elaquence to every eye; a monument interesting 1o
wha is far abuove the taste and liberality—'tis the
Christian faith of those engaged in its erection.

Cavtrorxta.—Gov. Burnett, in his message to the
Legislature, expresses himself highly gratified at the
constitutional exclysion of Slavery from the State,
daclaring *“that the people of California are once and
forever free from this great social and politieal evil."”
He recommends the exclusion of free blacks, becuuse

| they cannot e juy social or political equality, and

manumitted slaves, as hirelings, will be brought there
in large numbers. The liberal jouruals of England
gpeak in lerms of great praise of the constitution re-
cently adopted by the Californians. They say it is
one of the most judicivus instruments of goverument
ever devised, and that its provisinns, with the excep-
tion of those which limit suffrage 1o the white man,
are marked with the highest wisdom. The Duily
News, the Dispatch, the Spectator, and other papers
comment at great length upon its verious clauses.
The exemption of the property of women from the

| control of the hushand after marriage, is particularly

dwelt upon as & great advance in legislation.

The Pa. Ledger eaye, the seamz_u._;macbed to the
Usited States Naval Forces in the Gulf of Mexico
and the Pacific, who served during the Mexican wer,

we observe, are making an effort to procure the pas-

be proposed. We can propose smendments which.f'“g'“r‘ law by Congress for their benefit, similar

if adopted, will be effective, not only to shorten the
sersions 1o a maximum of four weeks under annual
sessions ; and thus nut only reduce one-half, that
eye-sore o envious coutemporaries snd demagogue
partizan<, the public print.ng; but what is of a
tiiousand times more importance, will avoid the terri-
ble evil of o much local and specinl legislativ by
which four-fifths of every session is consumed.

shall do this un a favorable occasion. We are now

We,

|in its provisions to that passed Aug., 1847, giving

land warraots and extra pay to the warines, laborers,
&c., serving on buard United States ships and on land
'during the war with Mexico. The seamen should
act simultanevusly upon the subject at all the naval
stations. The ground taken by them is supported by
cogent reasoning, which Congress canrot fail ty see
the justness .f, and we hope, indecd we cannot doubt,
that their efforts will be crowned with success. Con-

ekinning & skunk, and the occasion of course is not| Y™’

favorable for any better employment.

We Lave soid this much, with a view of defining
our position on this snbject generally, rather than to

dignify the Wayne Co. Whig by an extended notice,
And we now only will add in conclusion, that w

shall not feel bound to pay much sttention to any
similar attack beredfter. We shall not suffer our at-
tention 1o be thus distracted from weightiec matiers.
We shall from lLwne W time submit propositions of
our own relative to the new Consvitution, and all we

ask of the people is, that they will treat themn accord- |
ing to what they may conceive their abstract merits |

vr demerits deserve. We shall als» give as much
space (o others, no matter whether Wihigs or Demo-
crats, who bhave reformmatory propositions te make, as
we can spare; and we shell aid them in presenting
every question honestly and fuirly to the people. If
whig curs choose to bark, they may bay away: we
shall not often step out of our way eveu to kick them.
‘If the people ean appreciate our motives, and our en-
deavors to serve them honestly, and without regard 10
our own pecuniary interest,—very well. If not,—s0
much the worse for them.

'\ (-Judge Edmunds, of New York rity, recently
| ruled that in the selection of a juror, the question to
be asked must be, not if he had read an acenunt of
| the aflair, but whether he is unbiassed and can render
| an impartial verdiet, according to the evidence. Ed-
munds was originally a * Jackstraw journeyman
printer’” and “small potato ediior,’ which is the rea-
son perhaps why he has sense enough to make a rule
s0 much more reasvpable than the fgnoramus one
| which has so long disgraced the courts of law.

License.—The Sentinel, in language peculiarly ap-

propriate for that paper, denies that any attempt has
bren made throagh its columns 1o infloence the

ple 1o vote in favor of license.~State Joyrnal,

The adove is untrue. You nsseried that “the rum-
sellers,” through the Sentinel, were endeavoring to
operate upon the people. This was ungenllemanly,
as well a8 wuirue, and we rebuked you in the oniy

kind of language appropriate to repel the implied
_llander.

'y~ Abbot Lawrence is said to be very ill, at Loo-
don.

-

For the Stute Sentinel.
The New Constitution.
| No. 1.
Of the constitutions of the new Suates, lows and Wis-
consin, (and California, whose nuptiais have not yel been
But that of New York
is, on the whole, perhaps, the ablest and best. The gen-
eral feniures of all good constitutions must of course bear
The best constitution for New
York would be the best for Indiana, and every other
Stute ; except that the local features of each shou'd vary
just enough 10 meet the local condition and wants of each
community. For instance, New York has a sea-coasr,
| whose interests her laws must recognise and regulate,
: while Indiana has none. But the general interesis of
| commerce, agriculture and manulactures, are common to
1 both, though in grester or less degrees.
It is interesuing snd instructive to trace the progress of
popular government since the revolution. At first the
| elective iranchise was limited and closely guarded. “The
! governments of the severnl Siates were republican, but
| some of them hardly democratic. Property qualifications
were necessary (o confer the right of suffrage, and reli-
gious intolerance disgraced the earlier legislation of sev-
eral States. Law-religion, property qualifications, the
branding irons, the whipping post, and imprisonment for
debt, disappeared from among us with painful slowness,
and in fact some of them still linger iu one or two States,
Capital punishment and the usury laws still disgrace the
statute books of most of the Siates, though in nearly all
they are practically ol very little force, and appenr to be
retained as more scare-crows. 'I'o be sure, there is now
and then a hanging, and now and then a usury prosecu-
tion ; but both, when they occur, partake more of malice
than of any love of moral justice.
In the choice of delegates it will be necessary to know,

solemnized,) are the most liberal.

a very closo resemblance.

that will be likely to come before the convention, in the
formation of the new constitution. It is always import-
ant, in selecting representatives of the people, to select
the best men ; but, in doing this, in political maiters, we
should be careful that these best men are aiso men of the
best political opinions, un the questions on which we se-
lect them lo represent us. An absolute monarch might
be a very good man morally, snd even a very sincere and

us in a politicsl body. T'he best men 10 represent the
people in convention, are men who undersiand the views
and feelings of the people, and who are able and willing
to defend and imbody them in the new coustitution, un-
der which the people are to live. We are not called up-

mechanics, or river men, or traders, or as members of any
particular church, but the best mea to repreeent our peliu-
cal views on the single question ol a new constitution,
On some points it is presumed that there is but little
difference of opinion Rmong our citizens, and that conse-
quently there will be but little in the convention. For
example: there will be but little opposition 1o making sil
judicial officers elective by the people, instead of by the
Legisiature, or instead of providing for their appointment
by the Governor. ‘There will be no objeetion, probably,
to reducing to very narrow limits the legislative power %o
unless sanctioned by a vote of the people.
SWITZERLAND.

For the Stale Senlinel,
The Crisis of Slavery—Ilis Origin nand
End—lts

Union nnd its

Blessings—Its Origin

tinnance.
NO. 1.

It is not my intention to discuss the questions suggested
by the caption at the head of thisarticle in any particul .r
order ; but together, in their relations and bearings, one
upon another. In the existing condition of things, so far
as Slavery may be considered a political evil, it forces it-
self upon the attention of all American cilizens; or
rather it is forced upon them by its existence in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the ground aswmed by a portion
of the politicians of the slave States, in regard to the
common inheritanee in the Teorritories.

| the free States are not pelitically responsible for the con-
tinuance, spread or abolition of slavery in any of the
slave States.
| enda in their own States, as States ; and in, and with the
Territories, as a federal or national question. Butit is
| only in this latter aspect that it can have any effect upon
the permanency ol the Union, if i can in rhis.
In discussing this question, which, in the continual ex-
| tension of our boundaries, has been adding fres and slave
territory and States to the Union, the enlightened poli-
ticians of the free States have assumed no responsibility
| in regard to slavery in territory that came to us with
siaves, excopt the Lisirict of Columbia ; and none there,
except in regard to the slave trade, and the gquestion of
authorising the qualified voters of the District to dispose
of it in the way that 10 them shall seem propar and nght.
But a few politicians in the free States, and 1he largest
| number in the slave Siales, assume the ground that the
| Nutional Legislature has no constitotions] right te legis-
late upon the question of slavery in the Territories; or
rather that it has no right 1o prehkibit it, for these same
politicians have introdeced & bill into the Senate provi-
ding more effeciunlly for the capture, or recovery of per-
sons held to service in one Stale by its laws, escaping into
other States or territories where slavery does not exist.
| T'he Constitution of the United States, (article 1, sec-
| tion 8-17,) provides that Cohgress shall have power—
| “ o exercise exclusive legislation, in all cuses whutsoever,
over” the Distriet of Columbia,

Again, in article 4, section 3, that # Congress shall have
power to dispose of, and make all needliul rules and reg-
ulations respecting the territory or other property belong-
ing to the United Swates."

The legislative power of Congiess over the federal
District is exclusive in all cases; that s, it is sbsolote,
depending peither upon the will of the Stiates, or the
citizens thereof; and it has been so understond, and so
exercised from the beginning. ln regard to the ex i
ency of exercising it to abolish the slave trade, and slave-
r‘ in it, there may be differences of opinion, even among
those who consider both moral snd political evils. Bet
of the constitational power snd legal right of Congress
to abolish both slavery and the slave trade in the Disiriet,
there is not room for a reasonable doubt. Nor is there
any doubt, samong a vast majority of the American peo-
ple, of the duty of Cunﬁ-rall to abolish the slave trade,
und (with the consent of the legal volers,) slavery also.
Ag no other earthly power csn do it, and C can,
all the abomivations of the slave trade, and of slavery,
in the District of Columbin, must be considered as its sins
of omission, and for which impartial jusuce will hold &t
responsible. For the existence of slavery and the slave
trade at the National Capilal, the free States are as guilty
as the slave States. The iree States can elect both the
President and Vice President, if necessary mm{:&
this object, and thue secure the casting vote in the Sen-

purpose. But this is not understood 1o be necessary, as
the Delaware Senators will vote with the free Sintes on
these quesiions, and perhaps some other SBenators from
other slave States, also.

The pcmrr ol Con‘rr t}:ur all uhrmum' i m'aml
property belonging 1o the Union, 1s equally clear and in-
dupuhzlo. 'l'{::'lmeuoued and umiﬂ, and time servers,
mny deny it as stoutly as they please, but the nation us-
serts it, and approves ils exercise. Till it was deemed
important (o the slave interest, no question was raised in
regard 1o it [t was exercised on the siave question in
the ordinance of 1787—in the Missouri eompromise—in
the annexation lot' %c::' and dmg the last "
in organizing the Territory of gou; it is pe y
el!::‘llml there never was a rational doubt on the sub-
jeet. IF in 1787 there bad been doubts, it has been ac-
quiesced in and ezercised ton iong and too often to ad-
mit of longer doubt. The expediency mny be honest]
doubted b,’:ﬁ-u’ and intelligent poli:icialu’:, but ite m!
stitutionality, nevermore, j

If, thea, Co ‘have the clear and indisputable
power 1o prohibit the ion of slavery in the terri-
tories of the United m.a leet 10 use it, either
from poliey, expediency, or fear, the nation is _
ble—the free States of the Univn, as deeply as the slave
Swtes. IF Congress do not prohibit it, no other earthly
power can, as il nlone has the czclusics right “ 1o make
all needful rules and regulations respecting the terri-

*ommrullupofmnﬂoul il
ity in regard 1o thess maltors, let us glance st the snor-
mely of the evils 10 be continued and propagated by thu

(not guess at) their opivinns on all the main questions |

honest Cliristian, but we would pot trest him lo represent |

on to select the best men to represent us as farmers, ot |

borrow money or create, in any way, State indebtedness, |

Evils and their Cure—The |

and Progress—Iis Sirength and Con- |

By the compromises of the constitution the citizens of |

Their political responsibility begins and |

ate, and the signature of the President, to a law for that |

I new fangled non-intervention scheme, adupted and fon- |

died by the existing national administration. What, if

| succesaful, will be its legitimate fruits? The answer isa |
plain one. Slavery and the slave trade will be indes- |
| nitely prolonged under the very windows of th~ Cari-

ror ; snd the suctioneer will continve to sell men and

women, and little ehildren, in sight of the President and

Vice Prasident, and Congress, and all the public function-

aries, and foreign ministers, as cattle in the market ; wnd

the free man will own his slave man, ns he does his dog

and pig. And all the new territories will be open 1o the

slaveholder, and liable 10 become the inherinnce of
slavery.

I'he writer of this article is no political abolitionist, and
does not belong to the Free Sml purty, but he never could
shut his eyes 1o Lthe monstroue evils of human slavery !
What are they? While charity blesses both him that
gives and him that receis es, slavery curses both him that
buys and bim that is boughi. It passes lawe to prohibit
all legitimule marringes among the emlnvc.!—m‘}-mh:hil

| their instruction in the very lowest branches of a com-
| mon schoul educstion—to keep them in the profoundest
{ignorance of the inalienable rights of man, and of ail
that belongs to civilizntion, except some uf the simplest
| mechanical arts, and the use of farming tools, by which |
| they can become useful 10 their masters,—ail of which
tend 1o licentiousness and idleness in the one case, and
degradauon and gross vice in the other. Slavery para-
lyses enterprise, snd tends to blunt the moral and reli-
gious seutiments of the whole poople. lta tendency is
enly avil, anc that continually ; snd is as great a curse o
the white as to the black race, inssmuch as the one has
| something to luse, while the other gains nothing but de-
| gradation.
| It is not my in®ation 10 discuss the evils of negro
slavery in the abstiract, in this connexion. I take its decp
damnation, in all its relations to, and besrings upon, the
character and prosperity of the people wha create or tol-
erate it, for granted. Of filteen States of this Union,
where it lives by special legislation, not mare than aight,
viz.—South Carolina, Georgin, Alabama, Florida, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas, Texas and Louisiana, could be reckoned
upon us doubtful on a question of recreating it by law,
were it onee abolished; snd not even one of these, had
it never existed in them, could now create and establish
it as a mew institution, IL* is & monster of so frightful
mien, that to be bated neods but to be seen.”” [t is bare-
ly tolernted, but not approved, by the great muss of the
white population in the States where it exists; and it is
tolerated only because of the suppused greater evils at-
tending its discussion and abolition. It may be granted
that the condition of the present generation of slaves
would not be bettered by being emancipated, and that
they ought not to be emancipated without sll proper pre-
i rdrnliun; still the ebstract question 1emaing unchauged.
| Intelligent politicians in the free States do not advocate

tmmediate, butl prospective and gradual emancipation, as
best for both races. And they insist upun it that the
slave States shall not prevent the sbolinon.of slavery in
the Distriet of Colubia, if such be the will of a majority
of the legul voters thereof; nor throw s black flag over
the unspolted hills and dales of tho new aud [rev com-
| mon domain.
To excuse and tolerate an acknowledged evil, asa
| choiee between it and a greater evil, is vne thing; and
to advocate nnd support it in the abstract, is another and
a dery different thing. ‘T'he first may be jostifiable ; the
last i1s unpurdonuble. The first may tolerate slavery
where it now is—ithe last seeks 1o spread and propagate
1il where it is not. The Brst, as a free man, of a free
| State, | let alone, Bot the last, | anathematise.
| Slaveryis an anomaly among our [ree institutions, We
| received itas a legacy from the Kings of England, France
{and Spain, as we did the slave trade; which we have
| abolished, and stigmatised as piracy, as our children will
| abolish und stigmatise its surviving relict. If slavery be
justifiable as an abstract proposition, so is the slave trade ;
| and every member of Congress who advocates its contin-
pancn in the federal LDistriet, or the continuance of the
| slave trade there, or its extension into any territory now
free, 1o be consisient, should advocate an immediste re-
| turn to the Afncan slave irade, and the desiruction of Li-
beria and all the iree setilements upon the African coust,
designed to check and overthrow it.

That every one of the signers of the Declaration of
| Independence hated and repudiated slavery, there is no
doubt. Io that eternal chart of true liberty, that will be
held sacred by eurf free nation upon the earth, as long
us it is worthy the blessings vl freedom, we find penned
by Trosas JErrErsos, theve imperishable truths, viz.—
“We hold,” gay these immortal men—*"* We hold thess
truths to be self-evident:—THAT ALL MEN ARE
CREATED EQUAL; THAT THEY ARE ENDOW-
ED BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN IN.
ALIENABLE RIGHTS; that among these ore life,
LIBERTY, and the pursuit of happiness. ‘U'bat to se-
cure these nghts, governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.”

All the State Constitutions yel formed contsin similar
declarations or sentiments. That of Maine says—*" All
men are born equally lree and independent, and have
certain natural, mbherent snd nalienable rights,” &ec.
Massachuseus—"* All men are burn free and equal,” &e.
{ New Hampshire—* All men are burn equally free and
independent,” &e.  Virginia—** That all men are by na-

Union, or dissolee it, they would soon find themselves
disposed of under the third section »f article 2. ]
esides the puragraph slready quoted, the following
frous Mr. Jefferson's Draft of the Declaration of Inde-
pendeace, which was struck out on ils adoption, shows
with what deep hatred he looked vpon, and loathed the
sccursed institution of slavery; and in what burning
lengunge he expressed that hatred and lonthing.

Among the nccusations brought agsinst the King of
Grest Britain Mr, Jefferson said—* HE," the king, * lias
waged civil war against kuman nature stself, violating s
most sacred vights of life and liberty in the peisons of a
distant prople, [the negroes,) who never ofiended him ;
eaplivaling awd carrying them iuto slavery in another
hemisphere, [lrom Afries to America,] or to incur miser-
able death in their trausportation thither. This piratical
warlare, the opprobrium of lufide! powers, is the warfare
of the Christian kieg of Great Britnin: determined to
keep open a market where wes should be bought and
sold, he prosiituted his negative for suppressing every le-
gisiative attempt [of the colonies] 1o prohibit or 1o re-
strmin this execrable commerce.”

This is the language which the great philosopher and
statesman of the Awerican Revolution was sccustomed
to use, when speaking and writing on the subject of ne-
gro slavery, and the character of ils propagstore, and the
traders in human flesh. .

Let the pretended demoacrats, who advoeate the contin-
uunce of the infernal slave trade in the National Capital
~and the perpetuity of slavery there; and s extensiou
over freedom’s virgin soil, in the lerritories, visit MosTi-
cELLO belore they give their yea in justification of the
blackest of all crimes * against Auman natureitself.” The
wickedness of the Austiian hangmnn is not more execia-
ble than the damnsble traflic in human beings, and its
more damuable eflects,

Let the members of Congress from the frea States,
with those who oppose siavery extension irom the South,
be firm, and quit themseives like men devoted to demo-
eratic principles and measures, and sholish the slave trade
right under their eyes; snd with the consent of the legal
voters of the Distniet, let them abolish s !Iutery also,;
and above all, Jet them apply the principles of the ordi-
nance of 1787 to the territories, and ndmit California as n
free State, at the present session; and the Rubicon, and
the erisis, pnd the danger, (if there be any,) will ull be

d at the same moment.

Slavery is doomed, and it remuins 10 be seen how ma-
ny public men will be foolhardy enough to doom them-
selves with it, and share its fate, As there was a Union
Elrly in New Eongland during the last war with Great

ritain, stronger than the Harttord Convention,—us there
was a Union party in the South, and even in South Car-
olina, during the threatened nullification in 1833-4-5,
stronger than Nullification, so ther= is a Union pany in
the SBouthern States now, stronger than the Calhouns,
Stevenses, Foots, and Teombs—stronger than disunion;
backed and supported by the entire North and West—by
the literntore, and democratic spinit, and feeling of the
civilised world. Ho! tazne 1s Laxn! The bright sun
shines through the dark clouds,and reveals the vnsullied
future. See down the long vista of uonumbered centu-
ries, the stars and stripes floating over a hundred United
States, * without spot or wrinkle or any such thing."”
Not a slave tills one foot of soil from the north pole to
Darien,—from the Atlsntic to the Pacifie. All 20i] s
free soil, and all is the Union; sand tae Usiox 1s are 1w
ALL. INDIANA.

Mr. Ciay's Compromise.
Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce
Wasmixerun, Tuesday, Feb. 5, 1850.

The interest which the public take in Mr. Clay, his
position as a conciliator and friend of the Union, was
manifested to-day, by the crowds that snught the Sen-
ata chamber, to listen to his speech on his resolutions,
Tle ladies were present in such numbers that they
were admitied vpon the floor, and even within the
bar. Among the auditors were Mr. Buchanan, and
mapy members of the House. Mr. Clay's exordium
was deeply impressive and eloguent, and well calcu-
Jated to win the attention of ius audience. His ar-
gument, as for as he went, was very clear and sound;
though from difficulties inseparable from a plan of
compromise, he was obliged tv rely as much upon the
power of persuasion as of argument.

I think that one very essential obstacle to arjust-
ment of the Slavery question is to be removed by the
probable abandonment by the North of the policy of
the Wilmot proviso. The North has got the sub-
stance—the actual exclusion of slavery from Califor-
nia—and cannot deem it necessary to fight for the
shadow besides. Much of the excitement snd agita-
tion on the subject, and the chief cause of the move-
ments of the South for a Southern Convention, are to
be found in the pertinacious aesertion by fifteen
Northern State Legislatures, of the principle of the
Wilmot proviso. The Northern State Legislatures
took their stand before they were apprised of the fact
that California had, by her State Constitutivn, ex-
cluded Slavery.

The members of the House of Representatives and

ture equally free and independent, and have certain in- |
herent rights, of which, wien they enter into a state of |
society, they cannot, by any compuct, deprive or divesi
Id!:eir posterity ; viz. the enjoyment of lite and d‘ibcﬂy,"l
C.
Itis true that some of the slave States in their constila- II
tions have incidentally limited the application of these |
self-evident truths to the people, instead of extending thews |
to all men, thereby meaning the free white inhabitants ;
but notwithstanding the general semtiment of the Decla- |
ration of Independence runs through all, in spite of their |
cautious langunge. !
The Declaration of Independence, the noblest and |
boldest assertion of the inalienable rights of man ever |
made, is the work of oulraged liberty; and the faderal
league, and then the preseut national Union, its necessary |
offspring. |
Slavery is an abominable excrescence on the body of |
our poliical institutions ; and bus besn so considered and |
treated by every true Domocrat from ‘T'uomas Jerreason |
to Magtiy Vax Busex and Thomas H. Benten. It is
felt 1o be so by all intelligent and honest American cili-
zens. 1t has been a bous of contention—un discordant
element from the first, cursed und loathed by the true
friends of the Union both North and South. And it bas |
been perfectly understood by them, that sovner or later,
by powerlul or vivlenl measures, it would meet its desth,
and find its grave. [is erisis seems now o be approach-
ing, if we may credit the sincerity of Southerus men, who
threaten the dissoiution of the Union, in the coutingen-
cies ol prohibiting the slave trade, and abolishing slavery
in the District of Columbia, and the extensivn of the
| principles of the ordinance of 1787 over our now free
| territories. That these contingent events will become
sober facts within a few brief years, no discerning politi
| cian esn doubt. And if a dissolation of the Union ehould
follow, as threatened, nothing in the future can be more
certuin than the sudden and vivlent death, and eternal
oblivion of this black mouster. Nothing but the Union
has preserved and prolonged its existence to this present
time. This fact is well understood by the Garrison school
ot abolitionists, and hence their efforts to dissolve it. But
the threats of dissolution Irom another equally excited
quarter are not quite so consistent ; and can proceed only
from the well known truism, that ¥ whom (he gods would
destroy, the first make mad.” That an attempted disso-
lution of the Union, (successful or nut,) would be the
rave of slavery in every State where treason should
!am 1o raise it voice, admits of not vne reasonable
doubt. But as much as I hate slavery, | do not desire 1o
see ita death by violence. It would be far better, it seems
to me, for the Union and the world—{lur better for the
cause of nationusl liberty every where, that it should bide
its lime and die a natural death, than by a foolbardy at-
| templ to overthrow the strongest and best,~ihe only de-
mocratic government in the world. s

Slavery mag la‘; violent hands upon itself and commit
' suicide; but the Union had its birth in a struggle for eter-
nal justice—it has attained to youthiful maoboud in fight-
ing its battles—and now its flag flonts over every sea, and
|is Bited by the winds of the foar qearters of the earth
" and i stars and siripes gladden the bearts of the friends
| of freedom in every clime, upon sea and shore. Yes:
| and it will endure, and comiort, and bless the millions, |
. when the places that now know the malcontenis aball
 know them no more forever—when they shull be as
| though they had not baen.

| Did these disunionists ever bestow a eoul and careful
, thouglit vpon what they so fli tly threaten? Have
they weighed themselves in balance inst the |
'Union? Do they find themselves heavy enough 1o make
Uit kick the beswi? T they have nut dune these things, '
| they may go off at half-eock ; or mﬂbl}' their blander- |
| buss, * well aimed st duck or plover,” may * kick and |
! knock its owner over ;" but not the United States. |
The constitution doclares, (article 1, svction 10,) that
“ No Swe, without the consent of Congress, shall lay
lny duty on wannge, keep troops or ships of war in ime
of peace, enter into agresment or compact with an- |
f n power,” &e. Conjuring
v-bones, in speech- |
' es, to frighten the up children of Buncomb with, |
though a very silly smuscment, is neveriheless very
harmless. Butif the maleontents should ever their
treasonable #0 lar #n to induce wuo of their "
s Legislature or & couvention called for thae

‘hmo.“um into auy agreement or compact with

State,” or Great Britain, 10 resist the laws of the

of the Senate also now feel themselves relieved from
the pressure of that sentiment, in favor of a direct
act of Congress proliibiting slavery in the territories.
Thercfore, it Lias bappened, that the House yesterday
refused, by a decided majority, to entertain the pro-
viso, s introduced by Mr. Root. It has therefore
happened that there is now a decided majority in the
Seuatle against the proviso. This obstacle 1o accom-
modntion being removed, I can see no insuperable
objections that either the Northern or Southern men
can have 1o Mr. Clay's plan.

In regard to the Territories which Mr. Clay pro-
poses to urganise, the cluefl difficulty will occur. Mr,
Cloy assumes the fect and declares it, that slavery
does not exist by law in the territories acquired from
Mexico, end that it is not likely to be established
there. That it was abolished by Mexico, we know,
and that the Constitution of the U. 8. earries it there,
few bave undertaken to nssert. There is no way i
which it cau be established there, except by the laws
of the communities there existiug, or now rising up;
and no one entertains a belief that slavery will ever
be legalized by people whose position and pursuits
are such as those of the people of Deseret and New
Mexico.

Therefore, the North might well be willing to ee-
tablish the territorial governments proposed, with the
two declarations suggested by Mr. Clay, and which
to the South are almost as objectionable as the Wil-
mot proviso, to which, they say, they are equivalent.
The Northern men still say that they cannot vute for
the organization of Territories without the declara-
tions referred to. They are willing to yield os faras
to accept the declaration of the non-existence of
slavery by law, iustead of the Wilmot proviso. liere

appears to be the chief obstacle to be got rid of. Gen. .

Taylor's plan gets rid of it by leaving the Territuries
as they are, but that leaves the question open.

But two or thiree modes are spoken of by which the
difficulty can be settled. The most feasible is to
leave New Mexico and Desecret as they are, but to
prss Jaws allowing them, afler a certain number of
years, and with a given population, to form a State
Government, and apply for ndmission into the Union.

_Mr. Clay spoke two hours, and without proceeding
further thau the resolution relative to the Texan
boundary,—whick can be settled by buying up her
claims on New Mexice.

Wasningron, Feb. 6, 1850.

Mr. Clay continned and concluded his great com-
promise speech to-day, and his effort was equal to
that of his best days. He made his eight proposi-
tions su plajo, that they cannot be misunderstood or
misrepresented ; and [ think he has shown that his
scheme, take it altogether, is as perfeet for the object
in view, a8 any that cen be suggested. Still we are
to have various other propositions, and all, eo far cs
1 can learn, from the West, or Southwest. It i¢ quite
certain that the South will assent to any reasonable
scheme : and, as to the North, she has made the first

“wdvance towards conciliation, by yielding tre Wilmot
roviso. Nothing remains to be done, but to adnit
Ealilbrniu. when she presents her Constitution | and
to establish Territorial guvernments for Deseret and
New Mexico. '

Mr. Clay’s assumption that slavery Jdoes not exist

by law, and is not likely 1o be established, may prove
. an vbstacle 1o the suecess of his scheme, and as it is
of no practical effect, and only a cuncession 10 the
&rejudiu or ignorauce of sume few persons at the
orth, Mr. Clay is willing to abandon it, and would

refer the resolution without it. The Northern mem- Legislature.

re, if can vole for the territorial government
with that declaration. caa vote for it without it. If
it is & fact that slavery does not exist in New Mexi-
o by law of Mexico, nor by the force of the Consti-
tution of the United States, the assertion of it, ina
islative act, is unnecessary. If slavery does not

cxist, and 15 not established there, sither by local law
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or by act of Congress, then how did it ever get
there !

There is, it is true, one more obstacle to Mr. Clay's
scheme :—the stern opposition of the South to the
propesed boundaries of California—to the extension
of her Southern boundary south of the line of 36 deg.
30 min. It was a part of Mr. Clay's object, to-day,
1o overcome this objection. He said the other duy,
that he would demonstrate that it would be better for
the South not to draw any line; and I think he did
satisfactorily demonstrate it 10-day.

He disclaimed the suthorship of the Missouri Com-
promise, upon the line of 38, 30, So far from his
promoting the line of 36, 30, it did not originate in
the House of which he was a member. [t originated
in the Senate. The bill for the admission of Mis-
souri had failed, the House inserting and the Senate
rejecting the Slavery restriction. The next session,
| Muine was knocking at our door for admission. The
| Senate snid, you shall not admit Maine without Mis-
souri.

Afier several conferences, it was agreed to sepa-
rate Maine from the bill, and to admit Missoeri, with
a restriction proposed by Mr. Thomas of Jllinois, in
the Senate, of slavery, north of the line of 36 deg.
30 min. This proposition came to the House end
{ was agreed to. It bad the assent of a majority of
| Southern members—among them Mr. Lowndes, and
the present Senstor from Alabama, (Mr. King.) He
voted for it, ay he had no doubt, but as he was Speak-
er, his vole was not recorded, except on certain
q\lﬂlinn".
| It was the fullowing session, in 1521, that he ar-
| rived here, in January, and found Congress in a flame
{and the L‘_ninn in dunger, upon the question of sd-
| mitting Missouri, with a constitution prohibiting the
introduction of free people of color. It was that
quesiion w hich he compromised.

Mr. Clay's argument against the Missouri Compro-
mise was original and very able, and cught to be sat-
isfactory to the South.

The Missouri line interdicted slavery North of the
line of 36 30. If there was n power to interdict
there was a power to admit. W here was the secori-
ty for the establishment of slavery South of the line!
A vote to establish it could not be got. If he offered
to interdict slavery N-rth of a line, it would be illu-
sory to the South. Non-action was the best course
for the South—without imterdiction or admission.
The Southern argument was, that there should be no
legislation on the subject. This was not his view
But if there was a majority to interdict slavery North
of a line, there ghould be a majority to admit it South
of the line. If a majority should be found to agree
to both propositions for interdiction and admission,
he would ba very glad. But no power should com-
pel him to vote for a proposition 1o establish slavery
where it did not exist. ‘

Should Mr. Clay be able 10 satisfy the South with
| these views, I shall consider that the territorial ques-

tion is already, in effect, seitled.

Mr. Clay made an eloquent sppes! in behalf of the
Union, and declared his determunation to battle for
the Union, and within the Union—aot out of it—and
no power should drive him out of it,

Herein I believe that the South now coincides with
| Mr. Clay. You will hear very little, in any event,
of secession from the Union. Dissolution, it is well
understood, is civil war. The West will not permit
the Union to be dissolved. But the South will not
withdraw from the Union, as has been talked of, no
matter what may follow. If she has to fight for her
Constitutional rights, she can do it better withiu the
Union, than out of it

I think every thing lovks favorsble to a compro-
{mise. [ donot know what echeme Mr. Douglass will
| present. He has not himeelf determincd upon it. [t
| 1# possible that e may carve out sumething more fea.
eible still than Mr, Clay's.

Mr. Buchanan who was again in the Senate Cham-
ber to-day, an attentive auditor of Mr. Clay, has pro-

sed a scheme, but his i« based on the Missouri line.

e has wrilten his views on the subject, and will give
them to the public very soun,

He hae used his influence here in behalf of concti-
ation. ,He has also been influential in checking the
ultra anti-slavery movements in the Legisldture of
Pennsylvania.

By Telegraph.
Congressional.
Wasninerox, Feb. 12, 1850.

SENATE.—~Mr. Hale presented a petition signed by
fourteen hundred Jadies of New Hoawmpshire, praying
that Slavery be not extended to the New Territories

On a moticn to lay on the table, & question of ex-
ception was rejecled—yeas 19, nays 20.

Mr. Masun thought the Senators had misunderstood
the question.

A debate ensued, during which Mr. Butler com-
plained, that the Sennte was imposed upon o an in-
tolerable extent by an incendiary--a wadman, who
day after day took vp the whole time of the Senate,
in presenting petitions designed to distract and dis-
esver the Union, (order was called, from all sides of
the Senate, at the word ** Madman ** and Mr. Batler
resumed his seat. There were demonetration of cx-
cessive excitement.)

Mr. Hale replied, telling Butler that he wounld have
to talk louder and threaten harder before he would
suceeed in shutting hie mouth. He would tell fom
that th: poor miserable minority which the powerful
majorily hod endeavored to crush, were not to be ap.
pelied even by any consideration of personal fear.—
New Hampshire blood coursed nut through coward's
veins. Her sons who had evinced their prowess on
many fields, wwould not render their Constitutional
privileges without a struggle.

The further consideration of the subject was post-
poned outil to-morrow.

The Senate then resumed the special order being
Houston's slavery resolutions.

Mr. Berrien concluded his remarks on the power of
Congre«s to legislate for Territories.

The joint resolution limiting the expense for col
lecting 1the revenue, was received from the Houes
with an amendment, and referred 1o the Finance Con:-
mittes,

Houvse.—Most of the day wes taken up with the
joint resolution limiting the expense of coliecting the
revenue, which was finally amended and sent to the
Senate.

The House then went into Committee of the Whaole
and resumed the consideration of the President’s Cal-
ifornia Message,

The Slavery question was discussed at length, sod
without coming to any conclusion, the Committee ruse
and the House—adjourned.

d AsmiNeTON, Feb. 13, 185€. -

Sexnate.—The petition presented by Mr. Hale yes.
terday, from ladies of New Hampshire, ageinst the
exteasion of slavery, was received without debaic,
and referred to the commiitee on lerritories.

The Vice Presideat laid before the Senato ¢ mes-
sage from the President trunsmitling an suthentics-
ted copy of the Constitution of Califurnia.

Mr. Foote moved to lgy it on the table—rejéeted.

Mr. Benton moved that the subject be refertéd tm o
select committee, and th#t. Mr. Clay should be chair-
maun of that committes. *55 =

The Vice President said ‘the motion could only be
entertained by unanimous consent, ;
Mr. Foote objected, stating his reason. :
After some conversation, the message and const -
tutivn were ordered to be printed, and the farther
consideration was postponed until Monday.

The Senate re the consideration of Mr. Clay's
com 18e ns.

r. Davis, of Mississippi, spoke at length. Hs
expressed himself as disappoinied iu the course pu:-
sued by Mr. Clay.

The subject was postponed, and ‘the Semate went
into executive session, snd shortly afterwards nd-
journed.

Tickers yor Cavtporvia.—The editor of the
Cincinnati Gazette has seen a telegraphic despaich
from New York, which stated that all the through
tickets for San Francisco, for both the March nnd
April steamers, are sold. There will be, however,
plenty of chances for Chagres only, but on arrival
there, those wot taking through tickets will have 10
trust to luck.

Farioric Sexpivent.—The following sentiment,
to be inscribed on a block of marble i memory of the
Father of his Country, was passed in the Kentucks
“Under the avepices of Heaven and
the precepts of Washington, Keotucky will be the
laet 1o give vp the Union.”

02~ Mr. Oglesby, of the steamer Atlaatic, will ae-
cept our thanks for late New Orleans papers, for-

warded by him. } :




